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Significance of this Relationship

 The United States-China Relations, also known as the Sino-
American Relations, refers to international relations between 
the U.S. and the People’s Republic of China (PRC). 

 As of 2017, the U.S. has the world’s largest economy and China 
has the second largest economy. 

 Both of their trade and customs policies affect not only affect 
each other, but many other countries as well. 

 New initiatives and measures have come about to address the 
latest developments in their relationship with one another. 





Timeline of Events
 Early 1970s: U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger Opens the 

Door to U.S.-China Relations by recognizing the One China Policy. 

 1972-1973: U.S. President Richard Nixon visits and establishes 

trade with China. 

 1984: U.S. President Ronald Reagan visits China and signs an 

agreement to eliminate dual taxation and ban tax-evasion. 

Meanwhile, Beijing launches economic reform program.

 1989: Broad U.S. sanctions are imposed on China subsequent to the 

Tiananmen Square incident.

 1999: U.S. President Bill Clinton pledges support for China’s 

involvement in the World Trade Organization (WTO) and signs a 

bilateral trade agreement with China. 

 2000: United States grants China "Permanent Normal Trade 

Relations" (PNTR) status.



 2001: China joins the WTO. Meanwhile, U.S. President George Bush’s 
administration self-initiates a steel case that covered more than $17 billion 
in imports to help bolster U.S. companies.

 2002: China becomes the fastest growing market for U.S. exports. Also, 
Bush announced temporary safeguards and the International Trade 
Commission found China’s steel imports damaging to the U.S. 

 2005: U.S. Senators threaten to apply a 27.5 percent tariff to all imports 
from China.

 2007 (February): Washington files a WTO case against China over 
subsidies Beijing pays to its exporters.

 2007 (July): U.S. recalls Chinese toys.

 2007 (October): U.S. pressure for Beijing on the yuan currency.

 2008: The U.S. agrees to enter into talks with the Pacific Four. 

 2013: China’s President, Xi Jinping, proposes the “One Belt One Road” 
(OBOR) Initiative.

 2016: U.S. President Barack Obama looks to finalize the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership Trade Deal (TPP).

 2017 (January): U.S. President Donald Trump abandons the TPP. 



Perspectives and Responses 

from the United States



Measures taken in Response 

to American Concerns
 President Trump is looking to crack down on a flood of imports 

to the United States that many in the administration argue have 
led to job losses and are hurting the U.S. economy.

 The US steel industry has blamed China for driving down global 
prices.  

 On the campaign trail, Trump railed against Chinese steel and 
claimed that foreign nations were “dumping” goods into the 
U.S. market.   

 In January of this year, Trump threatens to place a 45% tax on 
all Chinese imports. 

 President Trump carries out investigation against China on 
Steel imports. 

 Last month, Trump announced a promise to carry out an anti-
dumping bill.



Perspectives and Responses 

from China

 In January of this year, China criticized “extreme” tariffs on its 
exports and said it had already been hit with a record number of 
retaliatory trade measures from rival economies and trading 
blocs in 2016.

 As a response to what China views as their economic slowdown 
and a U.S. led International Order, China created the One Belt 
One Road Initiative. This initiative’s objective is to bypass the 
World Bank and multilateral institutions, like the WTO, 
because China believes that institutions such as these have setup 
the rules in the U.S.’ favor.  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jan/05/china-hits-back-at-extreme-tariffs-from-rival-economies


China’s One Belt One Road Initiative
• The OBOR Initiative is a 

development strategy and 

framework for a new global 

financial order. 

• The “One Belt” part of it refers to 

the Silk Road Economic Belt while 

the “One Road” refers to the 21st-

century Maritime Silk Road. 

• In 2013, President Xi Jinping 

proposed the program. 

• At the first OBOR Summit in 

Beijing, President Xi Jinping 

disclosed that nearly 70 countries 

and international organizations 

have signed up.

• During his speech at the opening of 

the “Belt and Road” forum, Xi 

pledged at least $113 billion in extra 

funding for the initiative, and urged 

countries across the globe to join.



Effect of OBOR Initiative

Job Creation

Investment in Infrastructure

Easier Access to Resources

Access to other Markets

Open Door Policy



Concern of OBOR Initiative

Greater Foreign Influence

Cultural Loss

Labor Standards

Straying from the WTO



U.S.

China

Future?
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